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Introduction 
 
The portion of the Sabal Trail Project (Project) in Florida includes construction of 
the Mainline Route (approximately 224 miles of new 36-inch diameter natural gas 
transmission pipeline), the Hunters Creek Line (approximately 13.4 miles of new 
36-inch diameter natural gas pipeline), and the Citrus County Line (approximately 
21.4 miles of new 24-inch diameter natural gas pipeline).  Sabal Trail will also 
construct three new compressor stations and five meter and regulator stations. 
Construction of the proposed facilities will have temporary and permanent effects 
on wetlands and other surface waters of the State.  Sabal Trail developed this plan in 
accordance with Federal, State and other permit requirements to address 
maintenance and monitoring of wetland restoration in areas affected by 
construction of the Project. 

Pre-Construction 
 
Prior to construction, Sabal Trail will collect data for each wetland affected by the 
Project to prepare a Baseline Monitoring Report.  Qualified wetland 
biologists/ecologists will perform the surveys and collect the data.  The Baseline 
Monitoring report will document wetland conditions prior to construction.  
Assessments presented in the report will serve as the restoration target for 
wetlands affected by the Project unless otherwise noted, described or agreed upon 
by Sabal Trail and relevant permitting agencies.  Data collected and presented in the 
Baseline Report will include: 

 
• Vegetation surveys to determine areal percent coverage of nuisance and 

exotic species and Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.) 62-340 listed species 
(using methods described in Mueller-Dombois and Ellenberg (1974) – Aims 
and Methods of Vegetation Ecology); 
 

• Percent coverage of bare ground and open water; 
 

• Evaluations of existing hydrologic conditions (saturation & inundation); 
 

• Ground contour/elevation survey information collected along the centerline 
of the pipeline at an interval sufficient to provide reasonable assurance that 
pre-construction contours are restored following installation of the pipeline.  
Elevation survey locations will be recorded using GPS to facilitate 
consistency in subsequent surveys; and, 

 
• Permanent photo stations at each monitoring location to facilitate 

consistency in subsequent annual monitoring events and reports.  Photo 
stations will be located and recorded using GPS coordinates.  Sabal Trail will 



 

take photographs at each photo station, recording the direction of the 
photograph, to document wetland conditions prior to construction. 

 

Construction 
 
Sabal Trail will construct the Project in accordance with all Federal and State permit 
conditions.  Wetlands and other surface waters will be restored immediately 
following installation of the pipeline and/or other facilities.  Contours will be 
restored to preconstruction conditions.  Sabal Trail will collect elevation survey data 
within wetlands at the locations recorded in the Baseline Monitoring Report to 
ensure that contours have been properly restored.  Disturbed areas will be 
stabilized with appropriate erosion and sedimentation control devices.  Wetland 
vegetation will be allowed to return via natural recruitment.  Except as noted and 
permitted for areas within the permanent easement, which will be maintained in a 
non-forested state to facilitate pipeline safety and operations, all wetlands will be 
allowed to return to their pre-construction vegetative communities.  

Post Construction 
 

Time Zero Monitoring Report 
 
Following installation of the pipeline and other facilities, Sabal Trail will collect data 
for a Time Zero Monitoring Report.  Data collected will be the same as collected for 
the Baseline Monitoring Report and will serve as the starting point for restoration 
monitoring.  Sabal Trail will provide the Time Zero Monitoring Report to 
appropriate permitting agencies (FERC, USACE, FDEP) to document initial 
restoration of wetland areas. 

Annual Monitoring Reports 
 
Each year following the Time Zero Monitoring Report, beginning after at least one 
full growing season, Sabal Trail will survey and collect data (same data collected for 
the Baseline and Time Zero Monitoring Reports excluding elevation data) to prepare 
an Annual Monitoring Report.  Annual Monitoring reports will be provided to 
appropriate permitting agencies to document restoration of wetland areas. 
 
Sabal Trail will perform annual monitoring of wetland areas and submit annual 
monitoring reports until criteria for successful restoration have been met: 
 

• FERC - Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Wetland and Waterbody 
Construction and Mitigation Procedures January 2013 (Section V, D, 4-6). 



 

4. Monitor and record the success of wetland revegetation annually until 
wetland revegetation is successful.  

5. Wetland revegetation shall be considered successful if all of the 
following criteria are satisfied:  

a. the affected wetland satisfies the current federal definition for a 
wetland (i.e., soils, hydrology, and vegetation);  
 

b. vegetation is at least 80 percent of either the cover documented 
for the wetland prior to construction, or at least 80 percent of 
the cover in adjacent wetland areas that were not disturbed by 
construction;  
 

c. if natural rather than active revegetation was used, the plant 
species composition is consistent with early successional wetland 
plant communities in the affected ecoregion; and 
 

d.  invasive species and noxious weeds are absent, unless they are 
abundant in adjacent areas that were not disturbed by 
construction.  

 
6. Within 3 years after construction, file a report with the Secretary 

identifying the status of the wetland revegetation efforts and 
documenting success as defined in section VI.D.5, above. The 
requirement to file wetland restoration reports with the Secretary 
does not apply to projects constructed under the automatic 
authorization, prior notice, or advance notice provisions in the 
FERC’s regulations.  For any w etland w he     
successful at the end of 3 years after construction, develop and 
implement (in consultation with a professional wetland ecologist) a 
remedial revegetation plan to actively revegetate wetlands. 
Continue revegetation efforts and file a report annually 
documenting progress in these wetlands until wetland revegetation 
is successful. 

 
• ACOE   
 

Insert Conditions 
 

• FDEP 
o Restoration Area Success Criteria - Wetland restoration areas will 

be considered successful and will be released from monitoring and 
reporting requirements when the following criteria are met 



 

continuously for a period of at least one year without intervention in 
the form of irrigation or the addition or removal of vegetation. 

 
a.   The restoration areas can reasonably be expected to 
develop into the pre-construction community type as 
determined by the Florida Land Use and Cover and Forms 
Classification System (third edition; January 1999). 
 
b.   Topography, water depth and water level fluctuation in 
the restoration area are characteristic of the 
wetlands/surface water type specified in criterion "a." 
 
c.   Species composition of recruiting wetland vegetation is 
indicative of the wetland type specified in criterion "a." 
 
d.   At least 80 percent of the planted or recruited individuals 
in each stratum have survived throughout the monitoring 
period and are showing signs of normal growth, based upon 
standard growth parameters such as height and base 
diameter, or canopy circumference; and, 
 
e.   At least 80 percent cover by appropriate wetland species 
has been obtained; and, 
 
f.   Coverage by nuisance or exotic species does not exceed the 
percent in the adjacent wetland areas that were not 
disturbed by construction. 
 
g.   The wetland mitigation area can be determined to be a 
wetland or other surface water according to Chapter 62-340, 
F.A.C. 

 
o The restoration area may be released from monitoring and 

reporting requirements and be deemed successful at any time 
during the monitoring period if the Permittee demonstrates that 
the conditions in the restoration area have adequately replaced 
the wetland and surface water functions affected by the regulated 
activity and that the site conditions are sustainable. 

 
o The Permittee shall monitor and maintain the wetland restoration 

areas until the criteria set forth in the Wetland Restoration Success 
Criteria Condition above are met. The Permittee shall perform 
corrective actions identified by the Department if the Department 
identifies a wetland restoration deficiency. 

 



 

o The Permittee shall undertake required restoration compliance 
maintenance activities within the wetland restoration areas as 
needed at any time between construction and termination of 
monitoring, with the exception of the final year. Restoration 
compliance maintenance shall include the manual removal of all 
nuisance and exotic species, with sufficient frequency that their 
combined coverage at no time exceeds the Wetland Restoration 
Success Criteria Condition above. Herbicides shall not be used 
without the prior written approval of the District. 
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